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Preface                                                  

iii

The following report contains
data on calls for oceangoing
vessels of 10,000 DWT or
greater at U.S. ports, oil
terminals and offshore
lightering points.  The calls
are presented in terms of
vessels and vessel capacity
(calls weighted by vessel
deadweights (DWT)).

The report is divided into
two sections, Summary Tables
and Detailed Tables. The Sum-
mary Tables section presents
a profile of calls at U.S.
ports in terms of active
fleet characteristics (vessel

type, age and size), and a 3-
year time series of calls at
U.S. ports by vessel type.
The Detailed Tables section
presents calls at major (top
50) ports, by vessel type and
size.  
 
Comments and recommendations
as to content and format of
the report can be made at
www.pao.marad@marad.dot.gov.
 
In addition, to learn more
about the Maritime Admini-
stration or the Maritime 
industry, visit the agency’s
website at www.marad.dot.gov.
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Table H-2

Active Fleet (Vessels) that
Called At U.S. Ports, 2000

                 U.S.     World    % U.S.
Vessel Type      Call     Fleet    Call

Tanker          1,163     2,769      42.0
Dry Bulk        2,762     4,982      55.4
Container         907     2,042      44.4
Ro-Ro             398       646      61.6
Chem. Tankers     290       485      59.8
Gas Carriers      124       359      34.5
Other Cargo       709     1,952      36.3

Total           6,353    13,235      48.0

In 2000, vessel calls at U.S.
ports accounted for about 10
percent of vessel calls at
world ports (Table H-1).  Of
the 59,955 U.S. calls, 29
percent were by container-
ships, 24 percent were by
tankers, and 21 percent were
by dry bulk carriers.   

For the same year, 43 percent
(6,253) of the tanker calls
at U.S. ports were by double
hull tankers. Of these, 2,774
were by tankers smaller than
70,000 DWT, which carry pri-
marily petroleum products,
2,941 were by tankers between
70,000 and 149,999 DWT, and
538 were by tankers 150,000
DWT or larger (Figure H-1).

In 2000, 48 percent (6,353
vessels) of the active world
fleet called at U.S. ports.
The shares range from 34 per-
cent of gas carriers to 62
percent of ro-ro’s (Table H-
2).  Seventy-three percent of
the vessels that called in
U.S. ports made fewer than 10
U.S. calls (Table H-3).      

2,

4,

6,

8,
ble H-1

ankers      14,445  24.1  101,866   18.2
ry Bulk     12,649  21.1  126,246   22.5
ontainer    17,401  29.0  180,766   32.2
o-Ro’s       5,543   9.2   47,709    8.5
hem. Tankers 4,036   6.7   23,796    4.2
as Carriers    702   1.2   12,634    2.3
ther Cargo   5,179   8.6   67,418   12.0

otal        59,955 100.0  560,435  100.0
gure H-1

ble H-3

Active Fleet (Vessels),  Distribution by
Number of Calls at U.S. Ports, 2000

            _  Number of Calls  _
essel Type  < 10 10-20 20-30  >30  Total

anker        754   207    81  121  1,163
ry Bulk    2,566   158    21   17  2,762
ontainer     312   273   172  150    907
o-Ro         207   108    47   36    398
hem. Tankers 133    99    37   21    290
as Carriers  107    11     4    2    124
ther Cargo   551   108    38   12    709

otal       4,630   964   400  359  6,353

Tanker Calls at U.S. Ports, Double 
Hull V. Single Hull, Year 2000

2,774 2,941

538

5,004

2,544

644
0

000

000

000

000

< 70,000 70,000-
149,999

>149,999

Size, DWT

Calls

Double Hull Single Hull
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Capacity Calling At U.S. Ports, To

(Million DWT)

                                                      
Ports/Coasts         Tanker    Bulk  Container   Ro-Ro

LA/Long Beach          62.1    32.6      124.3     7.3
New Orleans            71.3   119.3       10.8     2.8
Houston                98.7    28.3       19.8     4.0
New York               58.0    10.1       87.5    11.2
San Francisco          44.0    22.6       83.0     1.5
Philadelphia           78.8    17.7       11.3     6.0
Hampton Roads           6.8    26.6       61.9     4.1
Beaumont               70.7     4.5          -       - 
Corpus Christi         58.5     9.6        0.1     0.3 
Charleston              5.1     4.9       62.5     3.7 
Loop                   77.0       -          -       - 
Columbia River         13.6    46.5       10.0     3.7 
Texas City             54.8     3.2        0.1       - 
Savannah                5.3    10.4       31.5     5.6 
Baltimore               4.0    20.5       14.7     9.7 
Valdez                 54.1       -          -       - 
Tacoma                  2.9    10.2       27.9     5.4 
Seattle                 2.7    10.2       31.2     1.2 
Lake Charles           32.6     5.2        0.1     0.1 
Mobile                  7.7    22.7        0.1     1.0 

Total, Top 20 ports   808.8   410.0      576.7    67.7 
Total, All Ports    1,138.3   519.3      657.6   105.7 

Totals by Coast:

U.S. Atlantic         251.1   130.4      330.5    66.3 
U.S. Gulf             574.7   223.2       34.4     9.8 
U.S. Pacific          312.2   147.2      292.7    29.6 
Great Lakes*            0.4    18.7          -       - 
* Excludes translakes calls.

Table H-5
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The average size (per call)
of commercial vessels calling
at U.S. ports was 45,531 DWT
or 14 percent larger than
vessels calling at world
ports (Table H-4). Dry bulk
carriers calling at U.S.
ports were 12 percent smaller
than those calling at world
ports.  Grains, which are
generally shipped on smaller
vessels than other major bulk
cargoes (coal and iron ores)
accounted for 43 percent of
U.S. major bulk trades (U.S. 
Maritime Administration), 

com
of 
tra
Average Vessel Size (DWT) Per Call, by
Vessel Type, 2000

                U.S.     World
ssel Type       Ports    Ports  % Diff.

nker           78,802   75,270      4.7
y Bulk         41,054   46,869    -12.4
ntainer        37,792   29,906     26.4
-Ro            19,069   17,005     12.1

pared to only 19 percent
worldwide major bulk

des (Fearnley’s Review).
em. Tankers    27,649   23,857     15.9
s Carriers     31,467   40,905    -23.1
her Cargo      33,836   22,737     48.8
p 20 U.S. Ports, 2000

   Chemical   Gas
   Tanker     Carrier   Other    Total

        3.7       0.2     7.8    242.9
        9.5       1.2    19.2    234.0
       32.9       3.3    20.9    207.8
        7.8       0.1    11.9    186.6
        5.8       0.8     5.3    163.1
        3.3       0.1    12.1    129.2
        0.6       0.2    10.2    110.4

ble H-4

l Types        45,531   40,002     13.8
       5.5       0.6     4.7     86.1
       5.8       0.3     9.7     84.3
       0.8       0.1     4.6     81.7
         -         -     2.6     79.7
       0.3         -     3.4     77.4
       9.3       0.3     2.6     70.3
       2.3       0.9     6.6     62.6
       0.9         -     5.6     55.5
         -         -       -     54.1
       0.3         -     0.4     47.2
         -         -     0.2     45.6
       1.7       3.5     1.8     44.9
       1.0         -     7.3     39.9

      91.8      11.6   136.7  2,103.4
     111.6      22.1   175.2  2,729.8

      26.1       5.1    74.1    883.6
      74.6      13.3    80.0  1,010.0
      10.9       3.6    20.8    817.0
         -         -     0.2     19.1
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Table H-7

U.S. Calls by Vessel Type, 1998-2000

                                    % Ch.
Vessel Type     1998   1999   2000  98-00

Tanker        13,612 13,726 14,445    6.1
Dry Bulk      13,511 12,521 12,649   -6.4
Container     16,456 16,621 17,401    5.7
Ro-Ro          4,333  5,071  5,543   27.9
  Vehicle      2,501  3,072  3,646   45.8
Chem. Tankers  3,333  3,491  4,036   21.0
Gas Carriers     690    678    702    1.7
Other Cargo    6,198  5,132  5,179  -16.4

Total         58,133 57,240 59,955    3.1

Vessel Capacity Calling at U.S. Ports
 by Vessel Type, 1998-2000*

(Million DWT)
                                    % Ch.
Vessel Type     1998   1999   2000  98-00

Tanker         1,069  1,071  1,138    6.4
Dry Bulk         553    516    519   -6.1
Container        587    608    658   12.1
Ro-Ro             86     95    106   23.3
  Vehicle         43     49     63   46.5
Chem. Tankers     91     96    112   23.1
Gas Carriers      21     21     22    4.8
Other Cargo      182    165    175   -3.8

Total          2,588  2,573  2,730    5.4

*Capacity = �i callsi x DWTI, for vesselsi-n
in each type category.

 U.S. ports, there tends
be regional specialization
some services, with tanker
 dry bulk calls concen-
ted at Gulf ports, and
tainership calls concen-
ted at Atlantic and Pa-
ic ports as shown on pre-
us page (Table H-5).

year 2000, the top 20 U.S.
ts accounted for 77 per
t of the overall vessel
acity calling at U.S.
ts. 

 the period 1998 to 2000,
ro (includes ro-
containerships and vehicle
riers) calls at U.S. ports
reased by 28 percent (Ta-
 H-6).  Vehicle carriers
ounted for 95 percent of
 increase, reflecting a 33
cent increase in U.S. ve-
le imports, and a movement

just-in-time delivery
edules (higher call fre-
ncies). 

tainership calls at U.S.
ts increased by 5.7 per-
t from 1998 to 2000, but
tainership capacity call-
 at U.S. ports increased
12.1 percent as average

sel size increased by 5.9
cent over this period (Ta-
 H-7). 

 

3
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Table S-1: Summary, Calls at U.S. and World Ports by Vessel Type and Age, 2000

U.S. Ports World Ports U.S. % of World
Capacity Capacity

Calls (Mil. DWT) Calls (Mil. DWT) Calls Capacity
Tanker

<1975 1,361 91.8 10,326 601.0 13.2 15.3
1976 - 1980 1,950 202.3 15,536 1,161.5 12.6 17.4
1981 - 1985 3,102 156.3 20,674 980.6 15.0 15.9
1986 - 1990 2,090 153.5 14,740 1,144.8 14.2 13.4
1991 - 1995 2,971 279.2 19,685 1,901.6 15.1 14.7
>1995 2,971 255.1 20,905 1,878.0 14.2 13.6

Total 14,445 1,138.3 101,866 7,667.4 14.2 14.8

Dry Bulk

<1975     666 23.3   9,172 271.0 7.3 8.6
1976 - 1980   1,807 61.1  22,432 732.8 8.1 8.3
1981 - 1985   3,881 154.1  34,739 1,486.2 11.2 10.4
1986 - 1990   1,424 62.0  15,604 881.0 9.1 7.0
1991 - 1995   1,827 85.8  17,160 1,005.4 10.6 8.5
>1995   3,044 133.0  27,183 1,542.1 11.2 8.6

Total 12,649 519.3 126,246 5,917.0 10.0 8.8

Container

<1975   1,510 40.5   6,723 155.6 22.5 26.0
1976 - 1980   1,294 38.2  17,507 450.1 7.4 8.5
1981 - 1985   1,549 61.3  23,632 621.1 6.6 9.9
1986 - 1990   3,417 144.8  22,126 749.9 15.4 19.3
1991 - 1995   4,361 168.9  44,084 1,338.9 9.9 12.6
>1995   5,270 204.0  66,694 2,090.5 7.9 9.8

Total 17,401 657.6 180,766 5,406.1 9.6 12.2

RO/RO

<1975 454 8.3 1,892 26.1 24.0 31.8
1976 - 1980 1,246 20.8 12,266 199.8 10.2 10.4
1981 - 1985 1,611 34.4 11,166 207.7 14.4 16.6
1986 - 1990 852 13.6 6,537 101.5 13.0 13.4
1991 - 1995 595 13.5 5,331 97.0 11.2 13.9
>1995 785 15.1 10,517 179.2 7.5 8.4

Total 5,543 105.7 47,709 811.3 11.6 13.0
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U.S. Ports World Ports US % of World
  Capacity   Capacity

Calls   (Mil. DWT) Calls   (Mil. DWT)   Calls    Capacity
emical Tankers

975 296 9.4     976 26.9 30.3   35.0
76 - 1980 454 13.8   2,458 69.0 18.5 20.1
81 - 1985 634 16.1   4,175 89.4 15.2 18.0
86 - 1990 486 12.2   3,233 69.3 15.0 17.6
91 - 1995 601 19.3   3,120 78.4 19.3 24.6
995 1,565 40.7   9,834 234.7 15.9 17.3

tal 4,036 111.6 23,796 567.7 17.0 19.7

s Carriers

975 102 3.1 2,360 73.0 4.3 4.3
76 - 1980 152 7.5 2,406 124.8 6.3 6.0
81 - 1985 135 3.0 2,191 83.7 6.2 3.6
86 - 1990 47 0.9 1,109 40.3 4.2 2.2
91 - 1995 102 3.4 2,510 110.5 4.1 3.1
995 164 4.1 2,058 84.5 8.0 4.9

tal 702 22.1 12,634 516.8 5.6 4.3

her General Cargo

975     227 7.9   6,364 123.8 3.6 6.4
76 - 1980   1,294 29.6  23,876 486.2 5.4 6.1
81 - 1985   1,221 49.0  13,777 354.5 8.9 13.8
86 - 1990     505 15.0   5,852 140.7 8.6 10.6
91 - 1995     885 33.9   7,730 205.3 11.4 16.5
995   1,047 39.8   9,819 222.5 10.7 17.9

tal 5,179 175.2 67,418 1,533.0 7.7 11.4

tal, All
ssel Types 59,955 2729.8 560,435 22,423.0 10.7 12.2
6
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Table S-2: Summary, Calls at U.S. and World Ports by Vessel Type and Size, 2000

U.S. Ports World Ports U.S. % of World

Size, DWT   Capacity   Capacity

Calls  (Mil. DWT) Calls (Mil. DWT) Calls Capacity
Tanker

10,000-69,999 7,778 322.7 63,845 2,140.7 12.2 15.1

70,000-149,999 5,485 549.2 27,673 2,864.2 19.8 19.2

> 149,999 1,182 266.4 10,348 2,662.6 11.4 10.0

Total 14,445 1,138.3 101,866 7,667.4 14.2 14.8

Dry Bulk

10,000-69,999 11,425 418.5 107,152   3,648.9 10.7 11.5

70,000-149,999   1,171 92.2  12,776   1,157.3 9.2 8.0

> 149,999      53 8.6   6,318   1,110.8 0.8 0.8

Total 12,649 519.3 126,246 5,917.1 10.0 8.8

Container

10,000-24,999   6,189 128.4 108,000   1,982.6 5.7 6.5

25,000-59,999   9,111 390.2  59,042   2,473.8 15.4 15.8

> 59,999   2,101 139.0  13,724     949.7 15.3 14.6

Total 17,401 657.6 180,766 5,406.1 9.6 12.2

RO-RO

10,000-19,999   4,219      63.0  37,255     525.8 11.3 12.0

20,000-29,999     824      19.7   8,465     199.9 9.7 9.9

> 29,999     500      23.0   1,989      85.6 25.1 26.9

Total 5,543 105.7 47,709 811.3 11.6 13.0

Chemical Tankers

10,000-24,999   1,847 28.7  14,015 211.6 13.2 13.5

25,000-59,999   2,188 82.8   9,765 354.4 22.4 23.4

> 59,999       1 0.1      16 1.6 6.3 6.3

Total 4,036 111.6  23,796 567.7 17.0 19.7
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Calls at U.S.

Size, DWT

Gas Carriers

10,000-19,999
20,000-29,999
> 29,999

Total

Other General

10,000-19,999
19,999-29,999
> 29,999

Total

Total, All
Vessel Types
 and World Ports by Vessel Type and Size, 2000 -- Cont.

U.S. Ports World Ports U.S. % of World
  Capacity   Capacity

Calls  (Mil. DWT) Calls  (Mil. DWT) Calls Capacity

284 4.4 3,087 45.4 9.2 9.8
136 3.5 2,272 56.9 6.0 6.1
282 14.2 7,275 414.5 3.9 3.4

702 22.1 12,634 516.8 5.6 4.3

 Cargo

  2,335 33.4 43,019     610.5 5.4 5.5
    969 22.6  15,375     351.3 6.3 6.4
  1,875 119.2   9,024     571.2 20.8 20.9

5,179 175.2 67,418 1,533.0 7.7 11.4

59,955 2,729.8 560,435 22,419.4 10.7 12.2
8
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Table S-3: Calls at US Ports By Type and Size, 1998 - 2000

1998 1999 2000
Size, DWT    Capacity    Capacity   Capacity

Calls    (Mil. DWT) Calls   (Mil. DWT) Calls   (Mil. DWT)
Tanker

10,000-69,999 6,981 289.2 7,328 309.8 7,778 322.7
70,000-149,999 5,660 559.0 5,365 533.9 5,485 549.2
> 149,999 971 220.9 1,033 227.8 1,182 266.4

Total 13,612 1,069.1 13,726 1,071.5 14,445 1,138.3

Dry Bulk

10,000-69,999 12,342 447.5 11,401 418.1 11,425 418.5
70,000-149,999 1,079 90.4 1,038 84.5 1,171 92.2
> 149,999 90 14.7 82 13.4 53 8.6

Total 13,511 552.6 12,521 516.0 12,649 519.3

Containers
9

10,000-24,999  6,939 141.7   6,310       129   6,189 128.4
25,000-59,999  8,068 352.0   8,664       371   9,111 390.2
> 59,999  1,449 92.9   1,647       108   2,101 139.0

Total 16,456 586.7 16,621 608.2 17,401 657.6

RO/RO

10,000-19,999  3,119 46.3   3,738      55.0   4,219      63.0
20,000-29,999 716 17.3     849      20.4     824      19.7
> 29,999 498 22.4     484      19.2     500      23.0

Total 4,333 86.0   5,071 94.6 5,543 105.7

Chemical Tankers

10,000-24,999  1,432 22.1   1,574 24.7   1,847 28.7
25,000-59,999  1,898 69.1   1,912 70.9   2,188 82.8
> 59,999      3 0.2       5 0.4       1 0.1

Total 3,333 91.4   3,491 96.0 4,036 111.6
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Calls at U.S. Ports, 1998 - 2000 -- Cont.

1998 1999 2000
Size, DWT Capacity Capacity Capacity

Calls  (Mil. DWT) Calls  (Mil. DWT) Calls  (Mil. DWT)
Gas Carriers

10,000-19,999 276 4.2 227 3.5 284 4.4
20,000-29,999 186 4.8 205 5.4 136 3.5
> 29,999 228 11.6 246 12.4 282 14.2

Total 690 20.6 678 21.3 702 22.1

Other General Cargo

10,000-19,999 3,339 47.0 2,486 34.7 2,335 33.4
20,000-29,999 1,084 25.6 895 21.1 969 22.6
> 29,999 1,775 109.3 1,751 109.2 1,875 119.2

Total 6,198 181.9 5,132 165.1 5,179 175.2

Total, All
Vessel Types 58,133 2,588.3 57,240 2,572.7 59,955 2729.8
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Notes and Sources                                        

Geography 

Starting with year 2000
source data, ports in the Co-
lumbia River, Hampton Roads,
Los Angeles/Long Beach and
San Francisco Bay areas were
reported on an individual ba-
sis. For historical consis-
tency, year 2000 calls at
these ports are presented in
this report as totals for the
respective areas.  

Columbia River Ports:

Astoria
Columbia River
Kalama
Longview
Portland
Vancouver
Willbridge

Hampton Roads Area:

Chesapeake
Hampton Road
Hopewell
Lynnhaven Ro
Newport News
Norfolk
Portsmouth
Richmond
Yorktown

Los Angeles/

Long Beach
Los Angeles

San Francisc

Alameda
Antioch

Benicia
Concord
Crockett
Martinez
Oakland
Pittsburg
Redwood City
Richmond
Rodeo
Sacramento
San Francisco
Selby
Stockton

Vessel Types

The vessel categories used
for this report include the
following types:

Tankers: Petroleum Tankers.

Dry Bulk:  Bulk Vessel, Bulk
Containership, Cement Car-
rier, Ore Carrier, Wood-chip
Carrier.

,
-

O

l

s

ads

Long Beach:

Container: Container Carrier
Refrigerated Container Car
rier.

RO/RO:  RO/RO Vessel, RO/R
Container, Vehicle Carrier.

Chemical Tankers:  Chemica
Tankers.
51

o Bay:

Gas Carriers:  LNG Carrier,
LNG/LPG Carrier, LPG Carrier.

Other Cargo:  General Cargo,
Partial Containership, Re-
frigerated Ship, Barge Car-
rier, Livestock Carrier, Com-
bination Carriers.
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Capacity

Throughout the report, capac-
ity = �i callsi x DWTi,  where
callsi and DWTi are calls and
DWT for vesselsi..n.  Dead-
weight tonnage (DWT) is the
cargo which a ship can carry
when immersed to the appro-
priate load line, expressed
in metric tons.

Size Threshold

The report includes only
oceangoing self-porpelled
vessels of 10,000 DWT or
greater.  To place the size
threshold in perspective, the
following table displays both
U.S. and world vessel calls
in year 2000 for vessels
larger and smaller than the
threshold. The larger vessels 

accounted for about 92 per-
cent of the vessel capacity-

calling at U.S. ports. 

Call Types

In addition to calls at
ports, calls at oil terminals
and offshore lightering
points are included in this
report.

Translakes calls are excluded
from the report.

Sources

Lloyd’s Maritime Information
Services, Vessel Movements
data files. London: Lloyd’s
Maritime Information Serv-
ices, January 2001.

Clarkson Research Studies,
Tanker Register data file.
London: Clarkson Research
Studies,  January 2001.

Table N-1

Calls at U.S. ports, Vessels Over/Under Threshold DWT, 2000

                            < 10,000 DWT           >= 10,000 DWT               Total_______
                                  Capacity,                Capacity                Capacity
Vessel Type              Calls    Mil. DWT       Calls     Mil. DWT      Calls     Mil. DWT

Tanker                     213          1.1     14,445      1,138.3     14,658      1,139.4
Dry Bulk                 1,036         77.6     12,649        519.3     13,685        596.9
Container                1,925         23.2     17,401        657.6     19,326        680.8
Ro-Ro                    8,146        105.7      5,543        105.7     13,689        211.4
Chemical Tanker            527          3.9      4,036        111.6      4,563        115.5
Gas Carrier                457          3.0        702         22.1      1,159         25.1
Other Cargo              5,599         33.7      5,179        175.2     10,778        208.9

Total, U.S.             17,903        248.3     59,955      2,729.8     77,858      2,978.2
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